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B-3387 - B-3395 1845-1885 
202-236 E. Cross St. (North side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

The north side of the 200 block of E. Cross St. was developed in an 
easterly moving direction, beginning from the corner of William St. and moving 
easterly towards Riverside Ave. John T. Grindall built a row of two story plus 
attic, two bay wide brick houses at 202-210 E. Cross St. in the late 1840's, 
contemporaneously with the similar row he built to the north along William St. 
Of this group only 204 and 208 E. Cross St. retain their original exterior form; 
202, 206, and 210 E. Cross St. have been enlarged and are now three stories in 
height with shed roofs and bracketed cornices. 212-222 E. Cross St. is a group 
of three story, mainly three bay wide brick houses (the exceptions are 214 and 216 
which are only two bays wide), with shed roofs and bracketed cornices, built in 
the early 1870's to served a mixed commercial/residential function, as they do 
today. The original Victorian storefront is still intact (though deteriorated) 
at 212 E. Cross St. and is noteworthy as being one of the few surviving Italianate-
style storefronts in the area. At 224-232 E. Cross St. there is a group of two 
story, three bay wide brick houses with shed roofs and bracketed cornices, built 
in the early 1880's by Nicholas Popplein. To the east, at 234-236 E. Cross St. 
is a pair of three story, two bay wide brick houses with shed roofs and bracketed 
cornice, built by Popplein in the same period. 
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This pair of three story, two bay brick houses with shed roof and metal 
cornice was built in the 1880's as part of the development of the eastern end 
of this block of Cross St. 

The houses are three stories in height, 15' wide, and occupy lot 71 1/2' deep. 
Each house is two rooms deep and has a two story high, three bay deep rear addition, 
followed by a two story high, one bay deep section and a one story high, one hay 
deep section."At-234 Cross.these latter two additions are frame; at 236 Cross they 
are masonry. The houses are constructed in running bond. The shed roof is capped 
by a stamped sheet metal cornice consisting of a deeply projecting crown molding 
set above a row of plain modillions and a lower molding strip. Two end brackets, 
the upper edges of which terminated in plain, rounded "anthemions," connect the 
cornice to a lower molding strip, thus forming a brick freize area. 236 Cross has 
two single rectangular chimneys located along the east side of the house. Each 
house has a rear end chimney located at the north end of the rear addition. 

All of the door and window openings at 234 Cross have splayed brick lintels; 
the openings at 236 Cross have segmentally arched brick lintels with solid wood 
tympanums. All of the sills on both houses are stone. At 234 Cross the window 
openings are filled with the original 2/2 double hung sash; at 236 Cross the wind̂ .. 
openings are filled with 1/1 sash. Both houses have multi-light glass and panel 
doors set beneath single light transoms. The houses sit on low basements, the 
entrances being reached by one stone step each. Each house has a coal opening 
located in the sidewalk beneath the first floor window. A flat-roofed alleyway 
runs between the two houses. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

See under 1018-1028 Riverside Ave. 

The houses were sold by Popplein in 1884 to Gottleib Jerrentrupp, who operated a liquor 
and grocery store at 1016 Riverside Ave. (now demolished), and whose brother owned 
218 E. Cross St. Jerrentrupp rented the houses to a variety of tenants.1 

• • - - . - . - . • ..-

Baltimore City Land Records, Liber JB 1010, Fo l io 200; Balt imore City D i r e c t o r y , 1885, 
1887 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET I F NECESSARY 
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